COURTESY TITLES
Sir, the problem of the title 'Doctor' could be solved very easily, if only those who have a PhD or MD were allowed to use that title. Most patients are unaware that their general medical practitioner's title 'doctor' is also a courtesy title. For example in the medical practice of which I am a patient we have only one genuine 'Doctor' and she qualifi ed in France; the rest are MB, ChB and the like with their various diplomas. 
THE DEFINITIVE PAPER
Sir, I was delighted to see the technique of coronectomy being advocated for the treatment of lower third molars where there is the possibility of damage to the inferior alveolar nerve (BDJ 2010; 209: 111-114) . I am quoted in the article but the reference given is to an abstract of a paper I gave at the annual meeting of the British Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. The reference for the defi nitive paper is: O'Riordan B C. Coronectomy (Intentional Partial Odontectomy of lower third molars). Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Path Oral Radiol Endod 2004; 98: 274-280 . This is a retrospective study of coronectomy over a ten-year period with followup of four cases over ten years, 15 patients over 5-9 years and 33 patients over 2-4 years. Any interested reader going to the abstract will be disappointed to fi nd that is just that, but will fi nd the illustration of radiographs, method, results and discussion in the defi nitive paper. B. C. O'Riordan Watford DOI: 10.1038/sj.bdj.2010.828
